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Wonderful things are happening at Lippman Day School!  Please read 
each teacher’s article in this Gesher to find out what’s going on in our 
classrooms. Our middle school Science Fair was a huge success. 
Congratulations to all the students on a job well done - the judges were 
very impressed! Each middle school student has also submitted an 
entry to the City of Akron Holocaust Arts and Writing Contest as well 
as doing a community service project. (Sarah Greenblatt has written 
about each of these amazing projects). Our school has raised over 
$1000 for Haiti!! The middle school students researched and decided 
that the money will be donated to two excellent organizations, World 
ORT and WJC (World Jewish Congress). Also, our third graders are 
very busy “change bandits” collecting for Children’s Hospital. I am so 
proud to be the principal of this very special school. The Lippman 
students learn daily about the values that are inherent in being a 
responsible, caring citizen. Excitement is mounting for the Hebrew 
play. As always, I can guarantee you a delightful evening. Please 
remember to let Ceil know if you will be coming to the parent meeting 
on Wednesday evening (2/10). Please plan attend learn about next year 
and take home a special surprise! I hope to see you there! 
 
Shabbat Shalom 
 
Linda 
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KINDERGARTEN KIBBITZER  
 
 

�
1.  If you have not already returned the first page of your report card, please sign and return. Thank 

you! 
 
 

2. February is a very busy month in Kindergarten. Activities are “Yoseph”, Groundhog Day, 100th 
Day of School, President’s Day, Chinese New Year, and Purim! Phew! 

 
 

3.   Our morning language arts centers are going well. The children rotate daily among various “jobs.”                  
 These “jobs” included guided reading, computer reading games, board games, listening and  
 illustrating a book, skill worksheets and writing our own stories. 
 
 

4. We are practicing our play every day. It’s a lot of hard work but we are very excited for you to  
See us on the big stage. Please send in your “costumes” next week so we have plenty of time to 
co-ordinate everything. Thanks for your help! 

 
 
       5.   Bring your cameras!! 
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1st Grade • General Studies 
Miss Glauberman 
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Dear First Grade Families, 
 

January was a wacky weather month. First we had tons of snow and then the temperature warmed up then plunged 
to below zero levels. Despite our wacky weather, the first graders continued to work hard.  
 

What an exciting week we have had! Tuesday was Groundhog Day. Alas, the groundhog saw his shadow, and we 
have six more weeks of winter to look forward to and Thursday was the 100th day of school! The first graders had 
an awesome time celebrating this exciting milestone. 
 

In math, we covered Unit 5 concepts. This unit was all about place value, number comparisons, and addition fact 
development. This week, we began Unit 6. This unit will cover the following skills: using the addition/subtraction 
facts table; finding equivalent names; creating fact families; measuring with the centimeter; practicing “What’s My 
Rule”; counting with quarter; and telling time with digital clocks. Please look for the Unit 6 family letter for more 
information.  
 

During language arts this week the first graders completed a mid-year assessment. This assessment is very similar 
to the assessment that they completed at the beginning of the year. I am going through the assessments now and 
comparing them to the beginning of the year assessments. I will send home information next week that will detail 
the progress that your child has made as well as note any areas needing further development. The first graders also 
did Writer’s Workshop, practiced handwriting skills, and read throughout the week. 
 

Groundhog Day and the 100th day of school were the topics of our Unit time this week.   In honor of Black History 
month, we will spend time discussing and reading books about Ruby Bridges, Rosa Parks, and Martin Luther King, 
Jr. We also read a wonderful book called The Other Side by Jacqueline Woodson.   
 

Shabbat Shalom, 
Miss Glauberman 
 
NOTES FROM THE LIBRARY 
Mrs.  Biermann •abiermann@lippmandayschool.org 
 
     I have just come back from two days of a technology convention in Columbus and have some new ideas that I 
can hardly wait to experiment with, first on my own, and then with the students.  
     My most exciting news is that illustrator Will Hillenbrand will be coming to Lippman Day School next Tuesday.  
He’s an extremely prolific and talented illustrator.  He will do several age-appropriate sessions to include all of our 
students, as well as the pre-k classes at the JCC. During library class we have been reading books that he illustrated, 
and the fourth and fifth graders have done some internet research on who he is.  I will be sending home forms that 
families can use if you wish to purchase any of his books.  This is not a fundraiser! You will get a 20% discount on 
the books and he will autograph them.  I would recommend looking up his books on Amazon should you wish to 
make a purchase. Also, your kindergarten through 5th grade children will be familiar with at least some of the titles 
from school.  
     Will Hillenbrand’s visit is part of the This City Reads! program.  We were lucky enough to be one of two 
schools chosen for his visit.  Next Wednesday, Feb 10, is the official This City Reads! Day.  Your students will be 
reading at school. Your participation in the program as well by reading at home and logging in to 
www.thiscityreads.org to record your participation will stress to your children the importance you place on reading.  
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2nd Grade • Hebrew/Judaics 
Mrs. Moss Hebrew 
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     Everyone should be feeling very proud.  The second 
graders are giving 100% effort to the play practice sessions.  
Everyday, we practice on the stage with Morah Greenblatt 
and our accompanist, Mr. Meinhart.  On Tuesday, we had 
Hebrew music with Miss Judy and sang some Purim songs 
and then she went to practice with us.  We can always use 
her good advice to help us perform even better.  We are 
hoping that Mrs. Zelin will soon be able to come to one of 
our practices.   
 

     We began our Purim studies singing some of our 
favorite songs with Miss Judy.  “P is for Purim” is a 
classic.  It is very nice to have some fun and relaxing songs 
to sing that helps us unwind as we think that there is less 
than two weeks before the play.  The children listened to 
the story of Queen Esther and they always have many 
questions about life in Persia long ago.  Some of these 
questions were about women keeping their faces covered in 
public, the wealth of the upper class and the different types 
of schools for girls and boys.   
 

     We also had “color” words for our Hebrew vocabulary 
test this week.  I chose this in honor of our play and 
Joseph’s multicolored coat.  Nest week, words for Purim. 
 

Shabbat Shalom,  
Ellen Moss 
3rd Grade • Hebrew/Judaics  
Morah Krieger ��ckrieger@lippmandayschool.org 
 

     This week the class did very well practicing for the 
school musical.  They are learning Hebrew vocabulary 
words that are important to the Joseph story.  Students 
should continue to practice their singing and dancing at 
home. Reminder: The costume for the third grade is a plain 
black t-shirt (long or short sleeves), black pants (leggings 
for girls are fine) and black socks.  If they have all black 
shoes that is fine too or they can just wear their socks for 
the play.      

     Last week, the entire school enjoyed a nice Tu B’Shevat 
celebration last Friday.  During class, the students 
discussed the importance of plants and how to keep the 
environment clean (Bal Tashchit).  They learned about 
Deuteronomy 8:8, which talks about the seven species 
given by G-d to the Israelites once they enter the Land of 
Israel.  The class will start studying about Purim in the next 
couple weeks.  They will have a field trip to Chambrel 
Nursing Home on Wed. Feb. 24 from 1-2:30 pm.  The class 
will sing Purim songs to the residents. Permission slips 
went home this week.  Please let us know if you are able to 
drive students for the field trip.    
 

Thank you!  Shabbat Shalom! 
 
 
 
  
 
      

  

2nd Grade • General 
Mrs. Zelin 
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     This was a busy week in the second grade. We ushered in the 
month of February and with it came Groundhogs Day and the hope 
that spring is around the corner. Punxsutawney, Pennsylvania is a 
place that many of the second graders were unfamiliar with until 
we began our mini-unit on Groundhog Day.  Did you know that 
the story of Punxsutawny Phil began more than 200 years ago?  
Ask your second grader for more of the details. 
 

     We also read three books about Groundhog Day.  How 
Groundhog’s Garden Grew by Lynne Cherry, It’s Groundhog 
Day! by Steven Kroll, and Wake Up Groundhog! by Susan Hill.  
Our groundhog activities included identifying fractions, rounding 
to the nearest ten, multiple word meanings and a word search. 
 

     Did you know that there is only one holiday that is celebrated 
solely in schools?  We have been counting and keeping track of 
the school days all year and we finally reached that big day – the 
100th Day of school, on Thursday, February 4th.  Our celebration 
began on Monday with a writing assignment.  Each student wrote 
about what he or she thought they would be doing when they were 
100 years old. On Tuesday we made pictures to go with our 
writing. Needless to say they are quite humorous. They are on the 
round wall by the front door so check them out when you have a 
chance. 
 

      We started 100’s Day by joining our kindergarten and first 
grade friends for a party. We had a special snack and did some fun 
activities.  Our 100’s Day math began by reading The Penny Pot 
by Stuart J. Murphy. We then used magnifying glasses to examine 
a few pennies to see exactly what is on each side as we discussed 
the history of the penny.  We also went on a “Penny Hunt” and 
used 100 pennies to see how many ways we could divide 100 into 
equal groups. We even read a Weekly Reader that described how 
money was made.  Have a good weekend. 
 

Shabbat Shalom,  
Debbie Zelin   

Morah Krieger Hebrew/Judaics 
�������� @lippmandayschool.org 
1st Grade Hebrew/Judaics 

       

   This week, the class worked hard practicing on the main stage as 
the Egyptians with Pharaoh.  They learned Hebrew vocabulary 
words that are important to the play.  Students should continue to 
practice their singing and dancing at home.  Reminder: The 
costume for the first grade is the school play shirt, any colored 
solid shorts and any colored sandals. The class studied the Torah 
portion of the week, Yitro.  Last week, the school enjoyed a nice 
Tu B’Shevat (The Birthday of the Trees) holiday program last 
Friday.  During class, the students discussed the importance of 
plants and how to keep the earth clean.  The class will start 
studying about Purim in the next couple weeks.  Shabbat Shalom! 
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3rd Grade • General Studies 
Mrs. Layman • slayman@lippmandayschool.org  

 

Dear Parents, 
 February is a short but very busy month for third 
graders.  Monday third graders made groundhog 
predictions.  Six more weeks of winter!!  Within the next 
few weeks we will be sharing with you fun and unusual 
facts about our famous presidents, Washington and 
Lincoln.  We look forward to sharing these facts with 
you. 
 Have you heard the news?  Third graders are 
doing geometry calisthenics!  It a fun way to explore 
geometric ideas, turns, and angles.  Please ask you child 
to share this experience with you.  Third graders are 
“shaping” up for geometry.  We will be constructing 
square pyramids and triangular prisms.  Unit 6 also 
explores three dimensional shapes.  Unit 7 will 
concentrate on multiplication and division.  Please keep 
practicing the multiplication facts daily.  All facts have 
been introduced.  MASTERY IS VERY IMPORTANT. 
 Our reading genres have been realistic fiction, 
narrative nonfiction, personal narrative, a magazine 
article, and fantasy.  This week the genre was proverbs 
and fables.  We discussed that a fable is a story that 
teaches a lesson and the characters may be animals that 
speak.  A proverb is a saying that expresses something 
that many people believe to be true.   
 We continue to learn about nouns, verbs, 
adjectives, and adverbs and how to apply this to our 
writing skills.  Our first writing assignment for the New 
Year was “If I were a snowman for a day!” We will be 
working on summarizing skills within the next few 
weeks.  I will be reading the story The Wave.  
 Our study of the earth will begin with a very “tasty” 
activity.  We will be learning about the layers of the earth 
and traveling with Ms. Frizzle and her Magic School Bus 
as they travel inside the earth.  We will keep you posted 
on our scientific findings.  In social studies we have 
discussed the important physical features of the earth.  
Third graders learned that geography is the study of the 
earth and the ways people use it.  The class read about the 
earth’s main land features. 
 Have you heard the news?  I have issued a 
proclamation for third grade!  It is the “WORD WIZARD 
WORD”!  Each week I will assign a new 
vocabulary/spelling word to all third graders.  The word 
will be written in the planner on Friday.  The students are 
to define the word, use the word in conversation with me, 
and spell the word correctly on the final spelling test. 
Please “check out” this challenge word each week!  Do 
you know what this week’s word is?  Ask your third 
grader! Next week is the last week for CHANGE 
BANDITS and POPCORN SALE!  I will be sending 
home a flyer next week with our final count. 
 

Mrs. Layman’s cont. from first column 
     I hope all of you had a chance to read the Flag Adoption 
Certificate your child brought home.  The Jewish War Veterans 
presented each third grader with their own flag and certificate.  
We are much honored to have been a part of this program.  I 
hope you and your child find a special place for the flag. 
     I am looking forward to seeing all of you in a couple of 
weeks for the play.  You are in for a real treat! 
Mrs. Hurd • Intermediate Learning Team 
bhurd@lippmandayschool.org 
 
 

     How did it get to be February already?  It may be cold 
outside, but it’s warm in our classroom from all the happenings 
and active learning going on.  Hanging from our ceiling are the 
“poet-trees” the students created in 3-D by sewing paper 
together and folding.  Not only are their winter-themed poems 
terrific, but everyone did a great job on the stitching --- some 
sewing for the very first time. 
     We just finished January book presentations with cross-
legged pocket characters and animal chains as visual props to 
accompany the book analysis and information.  This week the 
students chose their February book in the genre of science 
fiction.  Presentations will be on the 26th. 
     Both grade levels just completed a math unit on 
perimeter/area of rectangles, parallelograms, and triangles - 
with the 5th graders also working on the volume of prisms. 
I am quite proud of the 4th graders taking on the challenge of 
doing many of the same perimeter/area problems as the 5th 
graders – and doing very well!   
     Our new units are geometric solids, capacity, and weight for 
the 5th grade; 3-D shapes, weight/volume, and capacity for 4th 
grade.  We also continue working with our basic math 
algorithms and problem solving strategies.  The students are 
getting excited about starting a long-term math game called 
Math Quest.  The game involves working in teams, buying 
equipment for the journey, choosing ‘fate’ cards, and getting 
out of any trouble along the way by solving word problems 
using our 10 problem-solving strategies.  The goal for each 
team is to work their way through the journey, collect the most 
gold, and be the first to reach the ‘treasure chest’ at the end.  It 
is a fun way to strengthen those problem-solving strategies.  
     4th and 5th graders are also working together in cooperative 
partner groups for our science unit on sound, light, and 
electricity.  Later this quarter information will be coming on 
the concluding science project for each child --- wiring a small 
“house” with electric lights! 
     Everyone in the class has become quite adept at finding 
places in the world using latitude and longitude coordinates.  
We’ve had a lot of activities and practice. Now, we’re ready to 
move into the colonial period for social studies. 
 
Have a great weekend and stay warm. Bev Hurd 
 
 
 



 �����������
�

 

 

 

 

 
Morah Shimer 3rd-5th Grade Chumash 
nshimer@lippmandayschool.org  
3rd Grade Chumash 
 

  In addition to briefly discussing the parashat hashavuah 
(weekly Torah portion) every week, we have been reading and 
discussing the story of Noah and the flood in our textbook, Being 
Torah.  We are learning to read very carefully, making sure we 
understand all the words and asking lots of questions until we 
have a good idea of what the text means.  We’ve also talked 
about what it means to be “righteous in your generation.” 
 

4th and 5th grade Hebrew and  
Middle School Hebrew  
     The class did very well as they practice for the school 
musical.  They are learning Hebrew vocabulary words that are 
important to the play.  Students should continue to practice their 
singing and dancing at home.  During Judaics, students continued 
talking about the environment and watched and discussed the 
movie, “The Lorax” by Dr. Seuss.   
 

     Last week, the entire school enjoyed a nice Tu B’Shevat 
celebration last Friday.  During class, the students reviewed the 
seven species given to the Israelites when they reached the land 
of Israel (Deuteronomy 8:8).  Also, the class discussed what it 
means to be Partners with G-d in protecting environment, learned 
about the early pioneers of Israel and how they built up the land 
from all desert, reviewed the importance of passing on the 
mitzvah of repairing the world, Tikkun Olam, to the next 
generation and the importance of the Jewish National Fund and 
how people can help out the organization.  The students also 
learned more about the Tu B’Shevat custom of having a seder 
and the symbolism of the fruits.  The class will start studying 
about Purim in the next couple weeks.  Shabbat Shalom! 
Hebrew Grades 4-8 
Morah Greenblatt • sgreenblatt@lippmandayschool.org 
     The students are doing a great job learning their Hebrew 
songs and staging for the play. They are very enthusiastic and I 
am proud of how much progress we have made since winter 
break! 
Morah Shimer 3rd-5th Grade Chumash 
nshimer@lippmandayschool.org  
4th/5th Grade Chumash 
     In our textbook, The Explorer’s Bible, we are studying the 
story of Abraham “arguing” with God about the fate of the cities 
of Sodom and Gomorrah. From this story we’ve learned about 
the importance of standing up for what is right, even if it requires 
a lot of courage to do so.  
 6th Grade Chumash 
  We have been reading the story of the 10 Plagues from the Eitz 
Chayim edition of the Chumash, and we have been reading the 
commentaries in that text as well.  We’re examining the text very 
closely and finding all kinds of interesting details.  We agree that 
this text raises some very challenging moral questions. 
   
   

 

Middle School Judaics •Morah Greenblatt  
�����	�����
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Judaics: Grades 6-8 
 

     The theme of our Holocaust studies this year was 
Fighting Apathy: The Power of Individual Choice.  We 
discussed this theme as it specifically applied to the 
Holocaust and how it could apply to our own lives. The 
sixth grade learned about Hannah Senesh and the “ladder of 
prejudice.” the seventh grade read a true story from the 
Holocaust called. Hannah’s Suitcase, and the eighth graders 
explored much more deeply the role of the perpetrator. 
Victim bystander and rescuer during the Holocaust. We 
especially explored what kind of people the rescuers were 
and the qualities and beliefs that they shared. Every student 
prepared an excellent entry for the Akron City Holocaust 
Arts and Writing Contest this year. Our new Netbooks were 
greatly appreciated and made the writing process easier 
than ever.  

     Community Service Projects 
 

     How exciting to hear and see our Middle School 
students all involved in Community Service/Tikkun Olam 
Projects!  Every student in the Middle School is required 
this year to develop a project and to take responsibility for 
running the project. The projects cover a wide range of 
interests and needs in our community. In March we will be 
highlighting their projects in greater detail. As of today the 
students are involved in the following projects: 
 

Maison and Madison: organizing and planning a handicap 
awareness activity program for the school, combined with 
teaching about and doing a Tzedakah collection the Special 
Olympics 
Mallory : made and delivered Hanukkah gift bags for senior 
adult residents at Center Towers at Hanukkah time 
Benjamin: organized a book collection for needy children 
through NHSA (National Home Star Assoc.) 
Josh: organized food and blanket collection for dogs and 
cats through Humane Society  
Bria : organizing a stuffed animal collection for needy 
children 
Andrew: will be organizing an interfaith event for Middle 
Schoolers  
Alyssa and Jillian: made and delivered silk flower 
arrangements for residents at two nursing homes 
Alisha: is making special blankets and pressure point 
pillows for the Hospice of The Western Reserve 
Lani : organized a fundraiser dance performance this past 
week with four local dance studios to benefit the 
Parkinsons’ Disease Foundation  
Jonathon and Justin: will be baking cookies and cakes for 
the Ronald MacDonald House and Haven of Rest  
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Morah Shimer 
nshimer@lippmandayschool.org  
 

7th Grade Chumash 
  In the Book of Exodus we are studying the first 
appearance of the 10 Commandments in the Torah, and 
looking at the details that are in the actual unedited text in 
translation.  We are learning to read the text very carefully 
and to analyze its possible meanings.  We’ve discussed 
some of the similarities between Torah law and American 
law.     

8th Grade Chumash 
     We have begun our study of I Samuel, focusing at first 
on the story of the anointment of King Saul.  We’ve 
discovered that the various personalities in these stories are 
very colorful and complex. The stories raise very 
interesting philosophical questions! 
 

Middle School Global Studies, US History and 
Government, Language Arts 
Mr. Lamb • blamb@lippmandayschool.org 
 

     Earlier this month the 7th grade class completed their 
study of the middle Ages. At the conclusion of the study 
the students worked in groups to construct a medieval 
manor. The miniature manors included houses, mills, 
churches and the lord’s house.  
This week the students completed their basic study of the 
Renaissance. The students watched presentations on 
Renaissance art and studied period artist. Next week the 
class will go to The Cleveland Museum of Art to where 
they will see paintings of the Renaissance as well as armor, 
and weapons of the period. 
The class is reading The Adventures of Tom Sawyer and 
watching the first half of the Ken Burns program on Mark 
Twain. The Twain/Sawyer study is used as a connection 
with next year’s study of US history. Writing is focused on 
skill development and proof reading and story writing. 
       The 8th grade class is completing their in-depth study 
of the American Civil War. The students are watching the 
Ken Burns programs on the Civil War, keeping daily notes 
in their Civil War packets, and reading corresponding 
literature, and reading writers of the period, (Emerson, 
Dickenson). The study also includes excerpts from the 
Civil War diaries of Mary Chestnut and Elisha Hunt 
Rhodes. The students are also reading the Stephan Crane 
classic, The Red Badge of Courage. Students have given 
first person reports on important people of the period and 
are currently writing papers on a variety of Civil War era 
characters. The class also watched the movie version of 
Louisa May Alcott’s, Little Women and next week will 
watch the movie, Glory, which is portrays the first black 
regiment (54th Massachusetts) to fight for the north.  
The class also made walnut shell ink to use in writing with 
quill pens, and next week will make and eat hardtack, a 
staple food of both armies. 

In the spring the students will be going to Gettysburg 
National Battlefield to get a first hand look at the battle that 
was the turning point of the war. 
     The 6th grade students are working on basic reading 
comprehension and writing skills. The students are also 
studying fossils and working to extract fossils from the 
stone. The students are classifying the fossils that they 
remove from the stone.  
The class is also making study cards for current events and 
global studies classes, and working on study skills.  
      The combined middle school classes have formed three 
news “teams.” Each week each group is recording a news 
program that includes international, national, entertainment 
and school news.   
Math and Science Ms. Sarah Shafer 
sshafer@lippmandayschool.org 
 

Middle School Science 
 

The Science Fair was a great learning 
opportunity for both me and the students. The students 
received helpful feedback from the Firestone IB 
program judges, while I received wonderful feedback 
and suggestions from parents and staff. Thank you to 
all parents and staff for the time, patience, and help 
that you gave to me and the students. With this year’s 
science fair complete, I have many ideas and strategies 
that will help to make next year’s an even greater 
success.  
6th grade 
 This dynamic math class surprises me 
everyday. They are easy to work with, willing to learn, 
and highly interested and engaged in our units about 
probability; the order of operations; and comparing, 
estimating and ordering numbers. Since this is a 
census year, they can look forward to doing a project 
that applies their knowledge of probability to a census 
of our school.  
7th grade  

This prealgebra class is expanding their 
knowledge of the relationship between percents, 
decimals, and fractions. They have a solid 
understanding of the percent proportion and the 
percent equation. Since this is a census year, they can 
look forward to doing a project that applies their 
knowledge of percents to a census of our school.  
8th grade  
These dynamic students are working very hard to 
complete their units on the linear equation; radical 
expressions and triangles; and statistics and 
probability. When they are finished they will have a 
very strong foundation to build upon in high school 
algebra or geometry.  
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DONATIONS 
 

HEBREW SCHOOL PLAY  
JOSEPH and The Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat 

 

In honor of Leora Rzepka’s Graduation from Kent State and her  
engagement to Nathan Cohen from Ellen and Herb Moss 

 
LIBRARY BOOK FUND  

 

In honor of Andrew Pidhorodeckyj’s Bar Mitzvah from Sally Layman 
 

NEW WORLD OF LEARNING CAMPAIGN   
 

For a speedy recovery of Carole Lepilleur from Linda and Mike Brotsky 
For a speedy recovery of Carole Lepilleur from Ceil and Mark Cohen 

 

8th GRADE 2010 ISRAEL TRIP 
 

In memory of Neil Genshaft’s mother from the Lippman Staff 
In memory of Neil Genshaft’s mother from Ceil and Mark Cohen 

 

8th GRADE 2011 ISRAEL TRIP 
 

In honor of Andrew Pidhorodeckyj’s Bar Mitzvah from Ruthellen and Rich Fein 
 

               

                                      

                     
     


